                               Updated 9/2015
Request for Letter of Evaluation for Medical Programs
tc \l1 "Application to Medical School 
This portion should be completed by the applicant.

Applicant’s Name______________________ Class______ Cell Phone Number______________

Recommender’s Name and Title____________________ 
I, ____________________ (print name), have / have not (encircle one) waived the right to view the recommendation written in response to this request.  ___________________ (sign name)
Thank you in advance for writing this letter of evaluation to be used in the medical program application for this candidate. Your input, along with that of several other faculty members and co-curricular educators, will be included in a composite letter of recommendation that will be compiled by the Pre-Health Professions Advising Committee and sent to the health programs to which this candidate is applying.  

Health programs are extremely selective and there are several deserving candidates to fill each space.  Among students of equal academic backgrounds, admission committees rely heavily on letters of evaluation like yours to help determine which candidates will be interviewed.  Your honest, detailed, qualitative description of this candidate will contribute significantly to his/her application.

Your letter of evaluation should be on letterhead stationary and signed by you.  It can be submitted electronically as a PDF to msmith@messiah.edu with a scanned copy of this form.  Or, it can be mailed.  It is helpful from a production standpoint if you also email me a word version of your letter.  
Strong letters of evaluation include information that reflects the context in which the evaluator knows the applicant, and short anecdotes describing positive characteristics are best.  (For example, rather than stating that this candidate possesses good leadership skills, it is preferable to describe a situation in which leadership skills were evident.)    Some of the attributes that medical programs consider important are:

· General academic qualities such as:  ability to reason logically, quick learner, articulates well what has been learned, critical thinking and analytical skills.

· Personal attributes including leadership skills, integrity, reliability, ability to work as a member of a team and high moral character.
· Service to others, including the economically disadvantaged and socially marginalized, and to the applicant’s community. (Please document the number of medically-related hours worked under your supervision, if applicable.)
Thank you very much for your help in this matter.

Martha S. Smith, Coordinator of Pre-Health Professions Advising 

Messiah College, Suite 3030

Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania  17055
(717)766-2511, ext. 3936

Evaluator’s Signature____________________________________          Date ___________

